IMPROVING LEGAL
EDUCATION IN INDIA
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ver the years, there has been

a considerable degeneration

of academic standards with-
in these law departments with little
scope for innovation in the design of
courses, development of appropri-
ate teaching modules, formulation
of research agenda including un-
dertaking of research projects, and
also the promotion of advocacy. The
departments also suffered from lack
of independence and institutional
autonomy, as they were within the
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university system whose priorities
did not always match. As a result,
the ability to attract talented stu-
dents with a passionate commitment
to study law in all its ramifications
dramatically reduced eulmin ating in
institutionalized medioecrity in law
faculties across the country. There
is no doubt that the establishment
of the national law schools starting
with the National Law School of In-
dia University (NLSIU) in Bangalore
followed by some other places suc-
cessfully challenged this institution-
alised mediocrity and succeeded in
attracting talented students to the
study of law. In fact, the study of law
has received better attention among
high school leavers in the country
with the introduction of fi ve-year in-
tegrated programmes,

But where these schools face sig-
nificant challenges is in atiracting
faculty members who are top re-
searchers in the field of law and can
combine sound teaching methods
with established track records of
research. The lack of researchers
in law and absence of due emphasis
on research and publications in the
existing law schools have led to the
absence of an intellectually vibrant
environment,

Research can contribute signifi-
cantly towards improvement in
teaching and, more importantly, ad-
dressing numerous challenges relat-
ing to law and justice. If one were

¥ to produce good lawyers but also to
who are inculcated with concepts of
ghts. We must have a legal education which can

is not a laissez-faire

to look at the faculty profile of the
world’s top law schools, one will
find that there is great emphasis on
research and publications among
academics. Besides teaching, they
contribute in significant ways by
initiating and developing research
projects in cutting edge areas, by
professional contributions to inter-
national organisations, law firms
and corporations, and by playing an
important role in government policy
formulation and promoting civil
society activism.

Law schools and academics in In-
dia need to go a long way in devel-
oping an institutional culture that
promotes and encourages research
that has the capacity to foster many
positive changes in society at large,

CHANGE IN CURRICULUM

The emphasis from traditional laws
to contemporary subjects has to be
addressed and taught in legal edu-
cation. In fact the conventional role
of a lawyer is changing from resolv-
ing disputes within the Court room
to that of a policy planner, business
advisor, mediator, law reformer, etc.
The lawyer has to interact with other
professions on an equal footing and
must be able to relate to scientific
and technical knowledge. The law
curriculum for the future must pro-
vide an integrated knowledge of bio-
diversity, bio-technology, informa-
tion and technology, environmental
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THE LACK OF RESEARCHERS IN LAW AND
ABSENCE OF DUE EMPHASIS ON RESEARCH
AND PUBLICATIONS IN THE EXISTING LAW
SCHOOLS HAVE LED TO THE ABSENCE OF AN
INTELLECTUALLY VIBRANT ENVIRONMENT.

sciences, ocean and marine sciences,
public health and other related sub-
jects. Then alone, the unmet legal
needs of different sections of soci-
ety and the impact of globalisation
can be addressed to and the students
will be equipped to contribute to the
society when they leave the portals
of their alma mater. In order to do
so, the institutions must be given a
free hand in choosing the subject so
that the students are able to conduct
research work in their respective
fields, The Bar Council of India must
perform only a supervisory role in
equipping and funding the libraries.

HIRING GOOD TEACHERS
AND RESEARCHERS

There is a need to fundamentally
re-examine the context of legal edu-
cation in the country The present
system does not sufficiently recog-
nise the key problem with regard to
legal education — lack of faculty
members who are good teachers as

well as sound researchers. There is
need to identify talent among young
lawyers so that they can be encour-
aged to consider academia as a ca-
reer option. There is no doubt that
poor financial incentives discourage
many voung and brilliant lawyers
from considering a career in aca-
demia. It is important to address this
issue as well. But there could be oth-
er factors where improvements and
changes are feasible: such as career
development opportunities within
the law schools; development of re-
search infrastructure including the
resources to organise and partici-
pate in national and international
conferences, and undertake serious
research; a harmonious environ-
ment that fosters mutual respect;
governance of the law schools in a
transparent fashion; and, above all,
faith in the leadership of the insti-
tution that excellence will not only
be promoted as a general policy, but
affirmative efforts will be taken to

encourage and support excellence.

EFFECT OF GLOBALIZATION
AND FREE TRADE
Globalisation and the changing
dimensions of the Indian economy
and policy have thrown up new chal-
lenges of governance. Rule of law
in all its dimensions remains the
single most important challenge the
country is facing. The criminal and
civil justice systems are under se-
vere stress. The role of law schools
in imparting legal education and
developing lawyers who are ration-
al thinkers and social engineers is
central to the future of legal educa-
tion and the development of a knowl-
edge economy in India. This can be
done only if the law schools are able
to attract some of the best and the
brightest lawyers to make a lifelong
commitment to teaching, learning,
and research so that they are able to
inspire generations of students to
work towards establishing a rule of
law society in India. ®
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(The writer is an international legal
consultant and the founder of the Mumbai-
based laiw firm RKS Associate. He dlso
heads a think-tank, India Proposes, which
deals with various governmental agencies
involved in planning and ideas)
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